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NEW YORK WOMEN LEARN

GENTLE LATIN MEASURES.

Mrs. John Jacob Asior and Other Se
ciely Leaders Have Successfully

Revived the Pas

Seul and the

Many Graceful Laslh Cen-

fury Dances.

Solo skirt dnneing, or the pas senl, i8]

one of the latest nnd most charming amuse-
ments among tle women of fashlonable
_society,

- It Is askerted thst the drdinary form of
goclety danoing ls [nartistie. Tt consists
of n serles of aimless wanderings, In which
the feet only are nsed. A true and har-
monious dance shonld give employment to
the whole body. ©Of such o oature were
the dnpcog of the (irceks and Romnns,
anid also those of the centuries immediately
preceding ‘our own. The minuet, the gn-
yaotte, the sarabande, the chacoune, the
galllarde, the couranis anfl pavane, all o
Yogue In the eigliteenth century, had in
them the estentinls of truly wrtistie dane-
ing. The movements of the entire body,
tneluyding the arms, were of the sume lm-
portnnce as those of the fest,

With a view to du:sonstrating the beauty
of some of these old dances New York
fashlonable women nre hard at work.” Mrs.
John Jucob Astor 15 sald to excel all the
other dlgelples of Terpsichore In thls form
af entertalnment, while Hetween Mrs: P,
Cooper Hewltt and Mrs, 1. Lorlllard Ron-
alds—who was before murrlage Miss Bertha
Perry—lles the credit of belng the fiest to
introduce solo dances in the drawing rooms
of swoll New Yorkers.

Several classes were formed during the
past season and met for practice In the
private ballrooms' of the members two or
three afternoons In each weck

A plano player nnd o dinelng master were
engaged. After an hour's instrmetion, in
‘swhich there were usoally mnny amusing

. mlstakes and a lot of vigorous exerclse,

one of the plessing sishits that ean

thia artists were dismissed, and {he women,
all In a glow, gatherédd around the ten
tabla for a five-minate cHat and 1 cup of
tea before golng home.

Carl Marwig Instructed the class which
met in Mrs. John Jacob Astor's: ballroom.
Among them wern Mrs. Ogden Mlills, Mre

" Stuyvesant I'ish, Mrs. Bradley Martin, Mra,

Whittiey 'Warren, Mrs, Orme Wilson, Mrs.

T. Suffern Taller, Miss Annp Paulding, Miss

Lena_Morton, Miss Angellea Gerry and
Mlgs Cuttlng.

Mrs. Ogden Mills executes a pas seul
with all the grace of & moarquize of thao
anglent reglme, -

Mps., Ty Cooper Hewlft ‘has probably a
grenler ‘number of fancy dances Jdn her
ripertory than all the othér daneers put
tozether except Mrs, P. Lorlilard Ronalds,
Mrs. Hewltt dances the Cachucs, the
Cupid, the Flshers, the Jockey Hornplpe
nnd the Walpurgis' dapoe, :

It must be temembered that these ditices
fte c¥ecuted with mll Becoming finodesty
andin loug skirts. When accompanled by
n.j‘mmpr[nte music, and performed by o
Leautiful woman, with theé neccessories of
dniiuous gureodndings, steh o dance 1s
be wit-
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5| and noble Parisians,

gatherings in  private houses, but are
learnpd primuerlly for the benefit; which
may be guined from such excrcise. They
hielp to glve the dnncer a full control of
all the muscles of the body, and to acquire
greater suppleness than s acquired by
skating or the more violont forms of exer-
cige practised In gymnpasioms.

Bolo dincers may possllily be persunded
to entertaln a small compiny of very Intl-
mnte friends nfter a petlt gouper, or an
informal dinner party, but the exbibition
af thelr gecomiplishments beyvond the circle
of very Intimate friends and relatives is
never extended. )

Two other meeting plaees for fancy dancers
during the post Wihater were at the bomes
of Mra, Henry Sloane nnd Mprs. I L.
Baylies, In these clagses there svas much
hard swork, and some of the dances taken
up wers the dignified and stutely court
minuet of the eightesnth century, togethor
with the puvane, the sarabande, the mill-
tary pas de deux atid the guadrille d'hon-
neur.

Miss Paulilng is proficlent fo the La

Tlenrette solo, Mes. Pu Lorlllard Ronnlds
dances the “‘Butterfly’’ very charmingly,
Anather favorite of hers 19 the Turklsh
dnnee, n soft, mysterlons successlon of
grocefinl poses. This |s danced to the e
companlnent of an alr especlally wrltten
for Wer by & well-known composer of lglht
operdg, wlo I5 no less Known In the socli]
than In ‘the muslcal sworld. This bit of
dante wmpsle Nlay never been published,
nnd 1t was under the condltlon that it
wonld not be that 1t was given her by the
anthor.
Among the solo dancers who have at-
tained proficlency In the claosses of the
past season arve Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt,
Jdr, nee Wilson; Miss Vian Rensselaer,
Mlss Edith Morton, the Misses Blight and
four of this season's debutantes—Miss Jo-
sephine Brooks, Miss Evelyn Sloane, Miss
Brouson and Mlss Alice Babeock—Miss May
Van Alen and Miss Agoes Whitney, sals-
ter of Mrs. Robert L. Stovens, of Castle
Point.

"Danelng Is music made visible," says o

(writer, enld the new school of doncers are

teyluz to llve pp to this minxim,

In Parla the same movenment for a re-
turn to & more artlstlc and complete meth-
od Hng been takem up with great enthus
slagm. It has been greatly assisted by a
téacher who was formerly one of the
most distingnished members of the ballet
at the opern.

. “Mademofselle Laure Fonta gave up a
posltlon:ns premtere danseuss at the Grand
Opera to give lessons I dancing. She fs
not only an accomplished dancer In every
style; but hus a thorough knowledge of the
lterature dnd history of the nxf. She has
becn employed In Parls to organize. exhi-
bitions of dancing at the Ministry of Publle

Austrictlon, ot the residence of the Prosi-
dent of the Chamber, at the Theatre Fran-

.

In the houses of the Faghourg St. Ger-
maln she bas given Instroction In the
minuet, the gavotte, the sarabande nnd
other stately dances of the old time, n
wiieh the ancestors of her losts were onee
distinguished for their proficlency through-
‘our Europe.

One of her most remarkable aclhievements
wis the reconstruction of duelent Greek
dances  according to popular melodies
which M. Bourgault-Duscudray, 6f the
Conservatolre, Lrought back ffom Greece.

The. eminent musician reeently gdve o
representation at the Conseivatolre of varl-
‘ous anclent dunces, 1losteated by scenes ar-

! by Mle. Fanta.,  He s carnestly
tdvocating ‘the revival of more actlstic
foring I general soclety. Frenel taste
iy more onsliy be inclined in this divee-
Lein, _because ‘many of the dnnees i com-
on use are Germnn. The minuet and the

' varlous wealthy

e ace Freuch, but the
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A Pretty Pupil Practising One of the New

SUN SPOTS
AND FAMINES

The disteybances which for some tlme
bave been observed on the 'surface of the
sun nre now regarded by nn eminent
Anseriean astronomer ax having some pun-
nectlon with recent terrestrial, phenomenn,
He ls. Professor Young, of Prisceton, re-
(garded everywhere In Europe as one of
the few living autheritles on tlie sun,

Profersor Jeévons, likewlss ot aothority
‘on the sun, was the first to annotines that |
tliere wos soige connectlon between sai

spots dnd panied, revolutions and pollileal

4t athe stz

krowing only one sfar or group of stars
tn the sky, were unfomiliar with the sun
nod rushed to the conclusion that 1t conld
hinve oo more Inflnence upon the earth than
a mere planet. Now, howsver, Profossor
Yeung, In u lately published work, comes
to the sapport of Proféssnr Jevons,

"The lded,”” sa¥s Professor Young, “Is
by no menns ahsurd, ns spme have de
clared. It I8 8 mers questlon of faat. If
sun spots really hove any sepsible effect
upon  terrestrinl meteorology, they must
Indlrectly pflecr the crops and so disturb
fiunneinl relations. B such o delioste or-
ganization as that of the
meree, it needs but a featherwelght, righi-
Iy npplled, to alter the course of trade sud
crodll, and produce & Doom or 4 erash.” |

The present sun apot, which bas been in
evidenre for pearly a year, wonla tius, in
tae minds of wany people, nccount for. the

llver agltatlon, the floods In the Missis:
bl
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books. From this view of the case [t
would not be lmpossibhle to figure oug just
why Corbett ‘was beaten, why the conecert
of Burope recelved p blow In the stomach
from Mitle ‘Greece, aud why young Carter
Harrlson was elected Mayor of Chicago.

But a Eurppean astronomer wiio has
been considering this sobject, withonmt go-
log into Individusl cases, has shown that
the plague und famine In Indin ore the
result of this sun spot, and that we are
1kely 1o the near future to wlthess other
disturbances resultlng “Yrom  this same
CAUES,

In 1808 In Indin and all over the tropies
antl subtroples, Iheloding tha Cape, Aus-
tralia and California, says this genlleman,
the: ralufall was cxcessive, and therefore
the temperature was very muol doprosseds
In Indin it was the coldest Summdr sud
‘yesr and wettest monsoon on recdrd.

There wos evidently some zoneral cnnse
nt work, abd the cffects wers dlstinetly
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place at the maximum sun spot epoch, The
years 1802 and 1804 grouped round the
maximum spotr year: 1598 showed simblar
characteristics in Indis. _ "

Then enme a sudden change In 1866, Ao
up to the prosent time, with effects the
dissstrious churdcter of which for Indin we
know too. well; 1804, In fact, was just ns ex-
traordinary & year for heat as 1803 was for
eold. In Australls and America the ureas
of bieat. were unprecedented.

The wave of tropleal drpught has not '
pome to an end yet, nnd when it does the
sun spot cffect would tend to prolong it
through the perfod of minlmum which I @
due In 1000, At such times 1t I8 very mare
for the tropleal ralng to be plentiful &

cwell distributed, which latter s an impor-
tant factor In regand to the A 0

growth of

Crofis. L
The son spots. however, meg | J

as mystorionsly ne they came luto

and the gloomy predictions of this aster

mi_. mer be unfulfilled, "
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